
RainReady Home
Options for Flood Prevention

Options to prevent flooding or standing water in your yard

RAIN GARDENS  
R ED U CE  BA S EM ENT  BACKU P  BY  K EEPI N G  WATER 
O UT  O F  TH E  S EWER

What they do: Filter and store water from a downspout, bioswale, or sump 
pump using porous soil and native plants. 

Watch out: Rain gardens require some maintenance, especially during the 
first months after planting. 

Who does the work: A qualified landscaper

BIOSWALES  
R ED U CE  S EEPAG E  BY  M OVI N G  AN D  I N FI LTR ATI N G 
STO R MWATER  AWAY  FRO M  B U I LD I N G 
FO U N DATI O N

What they do: Move and infiltrate stormwater away from a building’s 
foundation using linear ditches vegetated with grass and/or native plants. 

Watch out: Bioswales require some maintenance depending on the type of 
vegetation used. 

Who does the work: A qualified landscaper

SITE GRADING  
R ED U CE S  P O O LI N G  I N  YO U R  YAR D,  WH I CH  CAN 
CAU S E  S EEPAG E  AN D  FO U N DATI O N  ROT

What it does: Changes the slope of your yard to direct water away from your 
property and prevent pooling.

Watch out: Typical site grading involves sloping your land one inch per 
horizontal foot for at least a six-foot radius around the foundation.

Who does the work: A landscaper
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To learn more about the program, visit:  
WWW.RAINREADY.ORG 

For further information, contact Anna Wolf at  
HOME@RAINREADY.ORG

RainReadySM is a program of the Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT), a Chicago-based nonprofit research  
and advocacy organization committed to improving urban economies and environments across the United States.



DOWNSPOUT 
DISCONNECTION:   
R ED U CE S  BA S EM ENT 
BACKU P  BY  K EEPI N G 
WATER  O UT  O F  TH E 
S EWER

What it does: Reduces strain on the 
local sewer by directing roof runoff 

into a rain garden, dry well, or rain barrel in your yard. 

Watch out: Make sure the water discharges at least 10 feet away 
from your foundation to prevent seepage and foundation rot.

Who does the work: A handyman or skilled landscaper

BACKWATER VALVE: 
R ED U CE S  BA S EM ENT 
BACKU P

What it does: Prevents sewage 
from backing up into your 
basement by installing a one-way 
flap in your private building sewer. 
Think of it as a one-way swinging 
door – water can flow out, but if 
your system backs up it cannot flow back in.

Watch out: During a major storm event that overwhelms the 
local sewer, your backwater valve will prevent your residential 
wastewater from leaving your building. Therefore, it is extremely 
important not to use your plumbing during a flooding event.

Who does the work: A licensed plumberFOUNDATION 
CRACK REPAIR: 
R ED U CE S  S EEPAG E 
AN D  M O LD  TH RO U G H 
CR ACK S  I N  B U I LD I N G 
FO U N DATI O N S

What it does: Seals cracks in your foundation using an epoxy 
injection.

Watch out: Focus on horizontal cracks and cracks near L-shaped 
sections on your walls, not hairline fractures.

Who does the work: DIY or, for big cracks, a buildings engineer

OVERHEAD SEWER: R ED U CE S  FLO O D I N G 
I N  H O M E S  WITH  B ELOW- G RO U N D 
BATH RO O M  O R  L AU N D RY  PLU M B I N G

What it does: Pumps wastewater from basement toilets or laundry 
up to meet wastewater draining from higher levels of the building, 
and then out to the city sewer, reducing the risk of basement 
backup. 

Watch out: Requires frequent maintenance, which can be 
expensive.

Who does the work:  A licensed plumber

SUMP PUMP: R ED U CE S  BA S EM ENT 
FLO O D I N G  BY  P U M PI N G  P O O LED  WATER 
O UT  O F  TH E  BA S EM ENT
What it does: Collects water from the basement floor or 
foundation drain and pumps it outside or to the city sewer.

Watch out: Unless you have a battery-powered sump pump, 
power failures can lead to flooding.

Who does the work:  A licensed plumber
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Options to prevent seepage  
or moisture in your basement

Options to prevent water or 
sewage back up in your home


